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Abstract: The world we live in is witnessing a ‘radical eclipse of nature’ (to use

Fredric Jameson’s phrase) in which even the timeless natural order cannot be

taken for granted since nature has been relentlessly modified by humans. The

Anthropocene, according to philosopher Dale Jamieson, is nothing new and has

been around as long as there have been people. However, what is new about the

Anthropocene is the heightened awareness of relentless human interference in

the processes of the earth that has paradoxically resulted in a sense of loss of

human agency.

Hence, environmental narratives that characterise our times are increasingly

turning toward a truly materialist vision that articulates dispossession, loss,

mutilation, extraction, miscegenation, disease and a whole host of themes that

characterise the dark thanatos of environmental pollution, ecocatastrophes,

toxicity and slow violence. There are innumerable ways that these narratives

connect the personal and political, the home and the world, the rural and the

urban, human and the more-than-human, man and the machine, the local and

the global/planetary, in a manner similar to the complementary and symbiotic

networks of biodiversity.

What is nature? What is humankind’s relationship with nature? Where does

nature begin and end? The talk will focus on these questions drawing examples

of environmentally oriented narratives from all over the globe, The talk will focus

on ‘free narrative spaces’, a term used by Alan Drengson, to talk about

environmentally oriented writing that questions hierarchies and makes us aware

of the ‘natureculture’ continuum which can be articulated only in terms of open-

ended, creative systems. These stories nesting within other stories of personal

lives, places, greater than human others, cyborgs, geoengineered spaces,
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genetically modified beings, liminal presences and in short just about everything

that surrounds us are fractals in their own right that open us to the complexity of

the Gaian story. It is important to understand ecocriticism as a part of this larger

context that provides an important ethic for the anthropocene by helping us live

with the awareness of inter-being in a changing world.
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